November 18, 2010
Dr. Luis Izquierdo Vázquez
Rector, Universidad de San Marcos
Lima, Peru
Dear. Dr. Vázquez:
I am the president of the American Society of Mammalogists, the world’s largest organization
dedicated to the study of mammals. I am also the former president of the Natural Science Collections
Alliance, the largest organization dedicated to representing collections in the legislative process of the
United States. My specialty within the science of mammalogy is South American mammals. Thus I
am very familiar with Peru and its rich mammal fauna. Indeed, Peru is the 5th richest country in the
world in terms of mammalian biodiversity, with almost 500 species of mammals. My travels in South
America have also taken me to the Universidad de San Marcos, where I was able to tour the
outstanding mammal collection that has been in operation for 92 years and is the major repository
for scientific specimens of mammals of Peru. This collection is truly a national treasure for the
university, for Peru, and for international science. Additionally, the collections preserve much more
than mammals. The museum contains an enormous variety of Peru’s wildlife, from birds, reptiles,
and amphibians, to plants and fossils. The specimens that are preserved in the MUSM collection
represent a unique resource on nature, one that is not replicated in any other university or collection
in the world. The scientists who have trained in the collection and received advanced degrees in
mammalian biology at universities in the United States and Europe, are becoming respected leaders
in their field, and certainly are leaders in the study of Peru’s natural heritage.
As a museum director and administrator, I am aware of the challenges of maintaining or providing
new facilities that offer proper care for invaluable scientific collections and for the scientific and
educational needs of universities. Thus I understand the urgency for updated infrastructure whenever
possible. However, the protection of invaluable scientific collections must also be a priority for
institutions. One must consider that collections provide continuity of information about a country’s
natural heritage across time. I have routinely worked with specimens that were collected in the 1700s,
and even the 1600s. Every specimen is an irreplaceable piece of information on the status of a
species, its habitat, and its time and place. We have learned an enormous amount about species
extinction, climate change, emerging diseases, introduced pests, agricultural threats, evolution,
conservation, and other matters from the specimens in our museums and collections. They provide
the irreplaceable scientific record of nature across both space and time.
When museum specimens are lost or damaged due to substandard care or poor planning related to
how the collections are stored, it is a very sad occurrence. Should a collection with the national and

international importance and stature of the MUSM be damaged or lost, it would be an international
tragedy for science. I thus urge you to work closely with your highly respected museum professionals
at the MUSM to ensure that the collections are not only protected during any temporary construction
operations, but receive new and improved space in any final design.
As administrators, we will be remembered, if we are remembered at all, for the things we did that
affected our organization over time. Building new facilities is important. However, few buildings
persist for two or three centuries. Collections, however, continue across time, becoming more
valuable to their university and nation each year. You now have an opportunity to affect the future of
the most important natural science collections in Peru and I hope you will be able to work with
collection professionals to ensure that this rich resource is available for the research and teaching
needs of future generations.
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